
WELCOME 
 

Dear Panther Students and Family, 
 
I am beyond excited to welcome you all to the 2018-19 school year at Los Primeros.  It is our mission to 
prepare 21st century learners who are responsible members of our global society. The Student handbook has 
been designed to help you meet the responsibilities of a Los Primeros student.  It contains a summary of 
policies, procedures, and rules of our school. For our elementary students, the handbook is a valuable tool 
to help you keep track of your homework and other assignments.  Elementary Teachers will periodically 
check to make sure that you are meeting your responsibility.  It is also essential for elementary students to 
share your Agenda Book with your parents throughout the year, as it is an important connection to our 
school and your daily work.  The Handbook has a great deal of information that you will be responsible for 
reading.  We want you to make good choices, learn as much as you can, and know where to go to get 
support when you need it.  
 
I know this will be an exciting year as we continue to get to know each other better and continue learning 
together.  I can always be reached by email at rcreadick@pleasantvalleySD.org or in the school office at 
(805)484-2811. I wish you all a successful academic school year! 
  
 
We are Panthers. We are Family! 

 

 
 
Mr. Creadick  
 

CHAMPS GUIDELINES FOR SUCCESS 
 

 
Panthers 

               Always 
           Need 
                   To  
                       Help 
                              Everyone 
                                   Reach 
                                       Success 
 

 
VISION STATEMENT 
 
Excellence for all 
 
MISSION STATEMENT 
 
Los Primeros prepares 21st century learners who are responsible members of our global society. 
 

 
 
 

Positive Attitude 

Accept Responsibility 

Work Hard 

Strive for Success 
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STUDENT RECOGNITION PROGRAMS 
 
STUDENT OF THE TRIMESTER 
Middle school students are selected by teachers to be honored each trimester. Students are honored for a variety of 
positive attributes they display in class and on campus, including but not limited to:  improvement, academic 
achievement, school spirit, positive attitude or influence.  Student of the Trimester celebrations take place on campus 
during the school day and families are invited to participate in the celebration. 
 
PANTHER PAWS/PAW DAY 
Middle School students who are “caught” making a positive contribution around campus may be given a Panther Paw 
by a Los Primeros staff member. Students who have accumulated a designated amount of Panther Paws will be 
awarded a special activity three times a year – PAW DAY.  The following includes guidelines for who is eligible to 
attend PAW DAY: 

 Students of the Trimester (do not need PAWS to enter PAW DAY, but may use PAWS for the drawing) 

 4 out of 6 O’s on most recent grade report (do not need PAWS to enter PAW DAY, but may use PAWS for 
the drawing) 

 No U’s on most recent grade report 

 No more than two N’s on most recent grade report 

 No suspensions 

 PAWS may not be carried from one trimester to the next 
 
CLUBS 
The Panther Activities Program offers many opportunities to be involved and active on campus. Excellent student 
activities are planned and provided by our ASB, clubs and organizations. The following clubs are offered at Los 
Primeros: 

·Yearbook     ·Associated Student Body (ASB) 
·Builders Club     ·National Junior Honor Society 

  
STUDENT GOVERNMENT (ASB)/YEARBOOK 
Students who wish to run for student body offices and/or join clubs must meet the following eligibility requirements: 

 A 2.5 GPA or better 

 No U’s on most recent grade report 

 No more than two N’s on most recent grade report 

 Faculty approval 

 Eligibility shall be determined by the most recent grade report 
 
SCHOOL DANCES 
School dances are for Los Primeros students only. These dances are a middle school activity and younger siblings are 
not invited. No outside guests are allowed. Parents, of course, are always welcome. The ASB always needs volunteers 
to help chaperone at the dances. Dances are from 2:00pm-4:00pm on Thursdays throughout the year. Appropriate 
behavior is expected. School cell phone rules still apply. Requirements to attend school dances include: 

 Minimum GPA of 2.0 on the most recent grade report 

 No U’s on most recent grade report 

 No more than two N’s on most recent grade report 

 No suspensions 
 
ELIGIBILITY FOR EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES (DANCES, SPORTS, PLAY) 

A student shall have earned a minimum 2.0 or “C” grade point average during the most recent grading period and 
have no “U”s on their most recent grade report.  Students may be subject to weekly grade checks and removed from 
the activity if their grades fall below at 2.0 at any time. A student shall be ineligible to participate if he/she is on 
Academic Probation, is suspended, or has unsatisfactory citizenship or behavior during the most recent grading 
period.   
 
 
 



 
STUDENT SUPPORT 
 
CONTACTING TEACHERS 
LPSSA teachers welcome the opportunity to confer and partner with parents and guardians. If you have questions or 
concerns, please make an attempt to speak directly with the teacher. You may email the teacher and expect a response 
within 24 hours.  If you do not have email, you may call the office and leave a message on the teacher’s voicemail. 
 Again, you should expect a response within 24 hours.  Parents may also view if assignments are being turned in on Q 
ParentConnect.  Middle school students have access to view their grades at all times through StudentConnect. 
 
Parents and legal guardians are strongly encouraged to sign up for Q ParentConnect.  This web-based program allows 
parents to log in with a PIN and password to a secure website and view their student’s attendance and grades. 
 Teachers update students’ grades regularly, and parents will be able to view current information from home.  This 
tool will help keep parents informed of their student’s progress during the school year.  To sign up for Q 
ParentConnect, go to the ParentConnect link on the school website, click forgot your password, enter your email address, 
and login credentials will be emailed directly to you.  Your email address must match the email the school has on file 
for you.  Please visit the school office if you need additional assistance. 
 
MAKE-UP WORK 
All students should have a “Study Buddy” in each class in which they are enrolled. This “Study Buddy” can be 
contacted for missed assignments for each class. Students are expected to visit the teachers’ websites for assignments. 
 It is the student’s responsibility, not their teachers’, to ask for make-up work. Due to the block schedule, 
the makeup work expectation has changed. If a student has one (1) absence, ( ex: A day) they will have until the 
next “A” day to make up the missing work. If a student misses an “A” day and “B” day, ( 2 absences)  the student will 
have two cycle days to complete the missing work. (In cases when a student arrives late to school and misses one or 
more class periods, he/she is expected to see the appropriate teacher(s) regarding missed work and drop off work that 
was due for those classes for that day during recess, lunch or after school in order to avoid a penalty for late work.) 
Students should make appointments with teachers to turn in missing/late work.  
 
HOMEWORK  
Homework is a necessary part of education, and each student is expected to spend some time, in addition to class 
instruction, to achieve satisfactory work. Teachers expect students to in their online calendars through Google keep 
and Google classroom. The amount of time devoted to homework each night will depend largely on how well the 
student organizes work, budgets time, and devotes attention to the work. Students should seek help from their teacher 
as soon as possible to prevent a small problem from escalating to a more serious one. 
 
Homework can be requested after a student has been absent for more than two (2) days. Requests can be made to the 
office the day BEFORE you wish to pick up the missed work. Assignments will be ready in the office by 3:00 the 
following day. Upon the student’s return to school, the student should also get further instructions from his/her 
teachers.  Students and parents should check each teacher’s website daily for information regarding assignments.  
 
HEALTH OFFICE 

 Student emergency and disaster cards must be complete and on file in the office. The parent/guardian must 
notify the office immediately of any change of address or phone number. 

 Students who are ill must obtain a pass from their teacher to go to the health office. Only emergencies will be 
admitted to the health office during nutrition and lunch. 

 In the event of illness, students are not allowed to leave school unless a parent or someone on the emergency 
card has been contacted. 

 NO SHOTS- NO SCHOOL – the Health Office is required by State Law (SB818) to examine and update 
all incoming student’s immunization records. Students must have an up-to-date immunization record. If 
records are not up-to-date, then students will not be allowed to attend school. Questions regarding 
immunization records may be directed to our health technician, Monica Ortiz, at 484-2811. 

 MEDICATION AT SCHOOL – Parent and doctor approval are required for each medication taken on a 
regular or emergency basis at school. The school office has a form that must be completed by the parent and 
physician. Parents receive information regarding medication at the beginning of the school year. The doctor 
must state in writing the correct dosage, method of administration, possible side effects, and the time during 
the school day when the medication should be given. 



 PHYSICAL EDUCATION MEDICAL EXCUSES – Excuses from a doctor are required in order to 
be excused from P.E. for longer than 3 days and must be cleared through the Health Office. All P.E. 
excuses from a doctor must be taken the Health Office. The original will be kept in the student’s health file 
and a copy will be given to the P.E. teacher and to the District Nurse. Students who are temporarily 
unable to participate in P.E. must bring a note from a parent/guardian and show it to the P.E. 
teacher. Students who are excused from Physical activity due to an injury or illness are still responsible to 
show an understanding of the Physical education standards. Written work can/will be assigned if the excusal 
from activity extends beyond three days.  

 
THE MAIN OFFICE 

 Students coming to the office for business must enter and leave by the side door for attendance/health office 
only. Do not come to the office unless you have business there. 

 Students may check for lost items in the Lost and Found box. 

 Students occasionally forget items they need for school (projects, etc.), and a parent may need to deliver an 
item to the front office. Please note that we do not have the staff to monitor these items and cannot interrupt 
class when they arrive. It is up to the student to check the office for forgotten items. The best policy is 
for each student to be responsible for bringing everything he/she needs for the day first thing in the morning. 

 All CHAMPS guidelines regarding behavior must be followed while in the main office. 
 
NUTRITION BREAK 
There is a nutrition break each morning. Students have time for snacks and drinks and to use the restroom in the C-
wing.  The kitchen does sell food during nutrition break, so please provide your student with money for his/her lunch 
account or provide him/her with a snack from home.  Students should not be in a classroom unless prior 
arrangements have been made with a teacher.   
 
LUNCH TIME PROCEDURES 

 Students must order hot lunches daily in their homeroom class. Applications for free and reduced lunches are 
available in English and Spanish and must be filled out completely and accurately in order to be processed. 
 They can also be filled out at any time during the school year should your financial situation change. 

 Students who do not order lunch must be responsible for bringing their own lunches each day. 

 If it is necessary to deliver an occasional lunch, it should arrive well before the lunch bell and be clearly 
marked with the student’s name and grade.  

 All students who need to pick up lunch shall wait in the lunch line formed at the Hot Lunch Building. 

 In the lunch area, students are to be seated at all times and maintain positive manners while eating lunch. 
 
Lunch Prices: 

 Student lunch w/ milk      $3.50 

 Reduced price lunch w/ milk      $.40 

 Milk only        $.50  
 
RESTROOMS 
Restrooms are to be used for their intended purpose. Loitering in the restroom causes problems for pupils who wish 
to use them. Leave the restroom immediately after using it. Restrooms are frequently checked throughout the day and 
may be locked when damaged. Respect fellow classmates by keeping the restrooms clean.  Use the restrooms 
appropriately, avoiding playing or congregating in that area. 
 
RESPECT, COURTESY and HIGH MORAL STANDARDS indicate a conscious regard for the needs, feelings 
and opinions of others.  These attitudes can only result where discipline and order are effective ground rules for the 
school.  They must first be taught at home and then reinforced at school. It is vitally important that this dual 
responsibility be understood and supported.  The examples of parents, teachers and the students' peers, play an 
important part in the development of a positive attitude.   
 
DRUG-FREE ENVIRONMENT 
In September - 1990, the school adopted a no substance abuse policy, which prohibits the use of alcohol, drugs or 
tobacco by students. It is in the best interest of the community when the school takes steps to promote, enhance and 
maintain a drug–free school system. Along with parents and other segments of the community, the school has a role 
to play in helping students to remain drug–free. 



 
WE ARE A TOBACCO-FREE DISTRICT. NO ONE IS ALLOWED TO USE TOBACCO PRODUCTS, 

INCLUDING E-CIGARETTES ON OR AROUND CAMPUS AT ANY TIME. 
 
DISCIPLINE 
Los Primeros encourages positive interactions in our classrooms.  Developing responsibility and good citizenship in a 
structured environment is our goal.  Each grade level is consistent in its use of positive rewards and appropriate 
consequences, and strives to avoid the overuse of negative discipline procedures. CHAMPS expectations are clearly 
posted for school-wide behaviors in hallways, restrooms, and common areas. These protocols are expected to be 
followed as routines and procedures are necessary for consistency. Teachers post individual CHAMPS boards within 
their rooms that display classroom level expectations. To insure the safety and wellbeing of all students and staff, 
regular communication about routines with your student is necessary. We look forward to this partnership.  
 
Middle School Discipline Step Action: 

1. Verbal warning. 
2. Classroom intervention: After a series of classroom interventions (see teachers’ syllabus), a citizenship point 

slip can be issued. Classroom interventions include but are not limited to: Verbal warning, before or 
after class discussion, parent email or phone call. 

3. CHAMPS Referral:  After classroom interventions have failed to correct behavior, a CHAMPS referral will be 
issued and one or more study hall/detention sessions may need to be completed. After extensive CHAMPS 
point referrals one or more of the following actions will be taken: Behavior Contract, 
Parent/Teacher/Counselor conference, Administrator conference, SST Referral, Saturday School. 

4. Saturday School: Saturday School will be issued if your child fails to comply with CHAMPS procedures, 
directives from administration or other LPSSA staff. Serving Saturday school is necessary. Failure to attend 
may result in an in school or at home suspension.  

5. Referral to the Principal or Dean, which may lead to a suspension. 
 
Education Code Section 48900 - Suspension:  https://goo.gl/wLP4XI  
 
STUDENT RULES 
CONDUCT AND SAFETY RULES 

1. Reinforcing a Positive Learning Environment: Every student has the right to learn and every teacher has the 
right to teach in an environment that is conducive to learning. Consequently, students exhibiting behavior 
that is disruptive to the teaching-learning process will not be allowed to continue such behavior. As a result, 
such individuals will be sent immediately to the office for administrative intervention. 

2. Stay in assigned areas and use hall passes. The Middle school quad cannot be utilized until 7:55 am unless a 
prior arrangement has been made with the parents, teacher and student.  

3. Climb on climbing equipment only.  No climbing on/through fences, trees, walls, handrails, or benches. 
4. Refrain from unnecessary roughness/physical contact/horseplay/ acrobatics (such as whip tag, tackle games, 

gymnastics, chase or slamming balls in handball or foursquare). 
5. Take proper care of all school property, books (covered & stored properly), and Chromebooks.   Books and 

Chromebooks are never to be left on the ground outside. 
6. Walk in all "walk zones", no running or playing in halls or on front lawn of the school. 
7. Enter and leave classes in quiet orderly lines. 

 
Harassment and Bullying 
Harassment and bullying behaviors are not tolerated at Los Primeros. Every student has the right to be free from 
teasing and have his/her personal and property rights respected. If at any time your rights are interfered with, you 
should appeal to authority- a teacher, administrator, counselor, or other staff member. In keeping with Federal Law 
(Ed Amendment of 1972, Title IX), the Pleasant Valley School District has adopted Board Policy 5145.7 that deals 
with this issue. 
 

Dress Code Rules: 
● Clothing must not interfere with the student’s ability to perform assigned class activities or pose a health or safety 
hazard 
●All clothing will be neat and clean in its appearance and in good repair.  
●Clothing should cover undergarments at all times.  
●Hats and hoods are allowed outside of class only, not in class.  

https://goo.gl/wLP4XI


●Pants/shorts must be worn at the waist at all times and be able to stay up without a belt or other support.  
●Clothing and jewelry shall be safe and free of writing, pictures or any other insignia that are crude, vulgar, profane, 
offensive, or reference drugs or alcohol.  
● Closed- toed shoes must be worn at all times on campus.  
 
CLOTHING & ITEMS NOT ALLOWED  
Tops/dresses with spaghetti straps, (straps should be at least 2 inches in width), low cut necklines and apparel that is 
tight fitting, halter tops, backless tops, midriff tops/pants that expose the belly button, off the shoulder or cutoff tops, 
see through or fishnet fabrics and excessively short skirts and shorts are not allowed (4” inseam is recommended). 
Extremely baggy pants and pants that drag on the ground when standing are not allowed (undergarments should not 
be exposed).  
●Clothing that contains sexually suggestive language, rude comments, double meanings, and derogatory language 
directed at a particular gender, race, ethnic group or religion is also prohibited. Additionally, clothing that depicts 
weaponry, violence or gore is also prohibited.  
●Wallet chains, chains worn as bracelets or necklaces, large or spiked rings, spiked bracelets or necklaces, large 
hooped earrings and/or objects that the school administration deems as potentially dangerous are prohibited.  
●Any dress that the school administration or the police consider to be indicative of gang attire is prohibited;  
●Body piercing jewelry, except for earrings, is prohibited as it poses a safety issue.  
●Belts, bracelets with sharp metal studs are not permitted.  
●Pajamas may NOT be worn at school.  
●Open-toed shoes, sandals and slippers are prohibited due to safety issues. 
 

ATTENDANCE 
Because of state laws regarding compulsory attendance, schools are mandated to enforce the regular 
attendance of students. Pleasant Valley School District policy allows for parents to call in excusing their 
students for illness for a combined total of ten days. After the ten days, student absences must be verified 
through a doctor’s note. Once the 11-day mark is reached or a student has more than three unexcused 
absences, parents will receive a letter from the district stating that their student has an attendance problem. 
This letter is copied to the School Attendance Review Board (SARB).  
 
Students are only excused for the following reasons: • Illness, Family death, Religious holiday/observation  

 
- Family trips or vacations are NOT EXCUSED absences. If a family trip is inevitable, families may 

apply for independent study to avoid accumulating unexcused absences. This must be arranged a minimum 
of ten school days prior to the trip. Independent study may only be requested for a minimum of five school 
days. 
 
FIELD TRIPS 
  Field trip procedures and protocols have been centralized for all PVSD schools for this school year. All grade levels 
throughout the entire Pleasant valley school district will be able to attend two standards enriching excursions per 
school year. Additionally, buses will be the only form of transportation to and from these field trip locations. All 
students must depart and return on the bus. Parents who are chaperoning the field trip will have space available on 
the bus.  Under special circumstances parents will be allowed to drive their personal vehicle (without Children) to the 
fieldtrip location. All adults attending field trip to chaperone will need to have a current Volunteer form approved and 
on file in the school office prior to attending the field trip.  

 
NUTRITION AND LUNCHTIME RULES 
The Campus Supervisors are directly responsible for the conduct of students during nutrition and lunch. They also 
have the right to expect students to follow the rules. Students who choose to be disruptive can expect consequences 
in keeping with the progressive discipline steps. Misbehavior will be reported to the homeroom teacher for necessary 
follow up. 
1. Follow directions of the campus supervisors. 
2. Eat only in assigned areas. 
3. Be seated at all times while eating and maintain positive manners. 
4. Do not bring food onto the playing field or into the classroom. 
5. Do not chew gum on campus, at any time. 



6. Throwing any objects while at the lunch area is dangerous and is not allowed. 
7. Every student is responsible for cleaning up trash and recycling aluminum cans. 
8. Glass beverage bottles or containers are not allowed at school. 
9. Bring your own lunch or lunch money, and do not lend or borrow money from others. 
10.        Refrain from unnecessary roughness/physical contact/horseplay such as whip tag, tackle games, chase or 

slamming balls in handball or foursquare.  
 
CITIZENSHIP MATRIX 
 
The following is a guideline when determining citizenship marks: 

 Behavior Attendance/Preparedness 

O - Outstanding Consistently: Consistently: 

 Obeys school and class rules, demonstrates a 
positive, cooperative attitude, shows respect to 
people and property, demonstrates integrity, uses 
appropriate language and practices self-control 

Attends class, arrives on time           (1 tardy 
per trimester), works well with others, 
participates 

S – Satisfactory Usually: Usually: 

 Obeys school and class rules, demonstrates a 
positive, cooperative attitude, shows respect to 
people and property, demonstrates integrity, uses 
appropriate language and practices self-control 

Attends class, arrives on time         
(2 tardies per trimester), works well with 
others, participates 

N – Needs 
Improvement 

Inconsistently: Inconsistently: 

 Obeys school and class rules, demonstrates a 
positive, cooperative attitude, shows respect to 
people and property, demonstrates integrity, uses 
appropriate language and practices self-control 

Attends class, arrives on time, works well 
with others, participates, showing effort, 
turning in assignments 

U – 
Unsatisfactory 

Seldomly: Seldomly: 

 Obeys school and class rules, demonstrates a 
positive, cooperative attitude, shows respect to 
people and property, demonstrates integrity, uses 
appropriate language and practices self-control 

Attends class, arrives on time, works well 
with others, participates, shows effort, turns 
in assignments 

 

Parking lot safety, Drop off and Pickup procedures 
  
Student safety is a top priority for the staff members of LPSSA. In an effort to maintain every student’s safety please 
follow the necessary guidelines during drop off and pickup. 

1. Always give pedestrians the right of way; always be mindful and focused while driving in the school 
parking lot and adjacent streets. 

2. Conduct yourself in a polite and nonaggressive manner to our fellow panther family members and 
guests at all times. You are models for our students. 

3. Loading and unloading may only be done inside the yellow lines. ABSOLUTLY no pickups or drop 
offs in the center “park” lane. Please park and assist your child to the curb.  

4. Pull forward as much as possible. The only entrance open in the morning will be the gate 
next to the Multi-purpose room.  

5. Do not load or unload your child will idled in the adjacent streets (Kendall or Los Nogales) to the 
parking lot.  

6. Pedestrians should use crosswalks when at all possible.  
7. Bicyclist, skateboarders, scooters and rollerbladers should not be riding will on campus grounds.  
8. Students should not be dropped off to campus prior to 7:45 am unless they have an appointment 

with a teacher or other staff member. Supervisors and teachers are not on duty until 7:45 or later.  
 


